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NEWSLETTER 
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3ÙÂÉÌ ,ÕÄÉÎÇÔÏÎȡ  4ÈÅ &ÅÍÁÌÅ 0ÁÕÌ 2ÅÖÅÒÅ 
By Mary Kate Reeves-Hoche 

 
    On the 18

th
 of April 2025 we celebrated the 250

th
 

anniversary of Paul Revereôs Ride which most of us learned 
as children thanks to the poem of Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow.  Paul Revereôs ride alerted the militia that would 
lead to the beginning of the American Revolution and the first 
shots fired at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts on 19 
April 1775 as the British attempted to capture ammunition 
stockpiles and arrest Samuel Adams and John Hancock.  The 
poem written in iambic tetrameter (eight beats per line) 
created a certain urgency and pace. 
The first stanza (which I still can quote from memory) is as 
follows: 
 
Listen, my children, and you shall hear 
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere, 
On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-Five: 
Hardly a man is now alive 
Who remembers that famous day and year.  
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Presidential Message 
 

    Many things are going on here at the Historical Society!   Volunteers have been busy updating and 
cataloging our extensive inventory and reviewing items we have on display and in storage.  Our 
monthly programs, which now customarily take place in the Community Room of the Barrett Paradise 
Friendly Library, have been very interesting; and we are pleased that these events have been very 
well attended.  It is truly exciting to see community members coming out and being really enthused 
about the topics of local history and interest which have been presented.  In May, Jim Mick and local 
Auctioneer and Historian Jack Hamblin gave a wonderful presentation of items from the Don Mick 
Estate sharing the rich history of perhaps 5 generations of the Mick Family and their various business 
enterprises which were and continue to be part of the fabric of our community.   In June, Jeryl 
Rinehart did a presentation on the life and career of her mother, Gwennie "Dandalion" Seese who 
was a Country and Western Radio Disc Jockey and whose show was syndicated on multiple Radio 
Stations. Among her numerous awards, she was the Country Music Disc Jockey of the Year.  Among 
other accomplishments she published a book on "Trucker Humor".  
       
    Upcoming events include July 18 at 2 PM with a tour of the "Masker Museum" at Promised Land 
State Park hosted by Joshua Heath.  The Masker Museum is one of the largest CCC (Civilian 
Conservation Corps) in Pennsylvania detailing the impact locally of the CCC . The museum also has 
exhibits on the area's natural habitat.  The Museum is located off of Pickeral Point Road in Promised 
Land.  In August, J. Craig Thorpe, who is a commercial and landscape artist from Washington State, 
will present a program focused on trains and rail transportation.  
  
     "Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious"  wait, wait, that's not what I wanted to 
say....  SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL  "SEMI-QUIN-CENTENNIAL"  that's it!  It is the term to reference 
the 250 year anniversary of a major event.  In the coming year, 2026 the United States will be 
celebrating its 250th Birthday.  We are busy discussing and planning ways in which we as a 
community might celebrate and memorialize this major milestone. For those of you that were around 
250 years ago, we would really appreciate your first-hand accounts of what it was like!   
 
    We are accustomed to having several Events at the Cresco Station Museum centered around a 
train arriving from Steamtown in Scranton.  Because of budgets and equipment 
challenges, Steamtown will only be able to coordinate one event at our Cresco location this year. The 
good news is it will be in October when the fall foliage is at its peak!   We are always looking for 
volunteers to bring fresh ideas and to assist in coordinating our monthly programs and other public 
events!!   If you have some spare time, or some ideas, please reach out to discuss them.   
  
Thank You,  
  
Walter Lewis     
BTHS President 

-
ͽ;ɉȰȾɊ;Ⱦ- 

  Whoops, a Mistakeé 

If there is something that needs to be corrected, speak-up.  Please email me at 
alesiagallo@yahoo.com or give me call/text at (570)972-6422.   

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
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2025 Board of Directors 

      

Jayne Blair       Mary Price       Patti OôKeefe    Dotty Telesky    Laurie Dunlap 

         

       

2025 Executive Officers 
  

   

President Walter Lewis    

Vice President Darryl Speicher     

Recording Secretary Ellen Davis     

Corresponding Secretary Patti OôKeefe     

Treasurer Claudia Shoesmith-Fox     

        

2025 Executive 
Committee 

      

Acting Curator for LRC Jayne Blair  

Archivist for LRC Laurie Dunlap,  Patti OôKeefe, Mary Price and Susan Seese  

Cresco Station Museum Mickey Miller   

Co-Curator of CSM Marge Babaz and Patti OôKeefe       

Digital for CSM and LRC Dottie Telesky    

Docents fir Cresco Station Museum Marge Babaz and Patti OôKeefe    

Finance Claudia Shoesmith-Fox       

Grants Cherylyn Rushton     

Historian Jacqueline Magann & Laurie Dunlap     

Hospitality OPEN       

Information Systems Jim Bibber     

Library Research Center Jacqueline Magann and Committee of Seven   

Membership Cathy Stout   

Newsletter Alesia Gallo, Editor & Darryl Speicher, Co-Editor     

Oral Tradition OPEN     

Programs Mary Price & Malinda Bender, Co-Chairs      

Publicity Alesia Gallo       

Research OPEN 

Ways & Means Committee Walter Lewis    

Ad Hoc   Semiquincentennial    Jacqueline Magann & Dottie Telesky    

  

Exec Committee Meeting Dates General Membership Meeting Dates 

Executive Committee meetings are held on the 2nd Barrett Paradise Friendly Library 
Weiler Community Room Monday at 3 pm monthly at LRC 

     July 14                                      July 18 @ 2pm (@ Promised Land State Park) 

     August 11   August 22 @ 7:00pm  

     September 8 September 19 @ 7:00pm 

     October 13 October 17 @ 2:00pm 
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Committee Reports 

Library Research Center  Jacqueline Magann  
The Library Research Center is open Sundays from 1 pm to 4 pm.  
A locksmith has been in to install locks on our two antique display 
cases.  The first to use the cases will be the Embroiders Guild of 
America, Stroudsburg Chapter.  That display will be shown July 
and August.  Please stop by.  Inventory and digitizing continues.  
Our workday is Tuesday, 10 am to 2 pm.  If you can help on 
Tuesdays or on Sundays from 1 pm to 4 pm, please call Jackie 
Magann at 570-595-9233. 

Station Museum  Mickey Miller  
The Station Museum is open every 
Sunday from 1 pm to 4 pm through the 
summer.  If anyone would like to 
become a docent and spend time 
helping on Sundays, please feel free to 
contact the Library Research Center at 
570-481-4622 or stop in at the station 
when open.  Unfortunately, this 
summer there will be only one train 
coming from Steamtown.   
They have had to cut back on making 
runs.  The Cresco Station will host the 
train on October 12, 2025, with the 
train arriving around 12:30 pm.  Doug 
Smithôs Dixieland Allstars will provide 
music for the afternoon.  Watch for flyers in late September for all the details.  J. Craig Thorpe, artist 
and author from the state of Washington, was commissioned to do a painting of the Cresco Station 
including the Phoebe Snow passenger train at the station.  He has sent a print of his painting to the 
Society which has been matted and framed by John James, and this will be hung in the Station 
Museum.  He will also be arriving here to do a program for us at the Barrett Paradise Friendly Library 
on August 22nd at 7 pm.  (Please see Upcoming Programs in this edition for further information on 
the program.)   

Membership 2025  
Our membership currently totals 111 members. Memberships for the year 2025 are still available.  If 
you know someone who would like to become a member, a membership form can be obtained by 
contacting the Library Research Center at 570-481-4622 or e-mailing at barretthistorical@gmail.com 
to obtain a copy of the form.  Membership dues help fund the many programs and research projects 
that our historical society is able to do.  We welcome everyone to join. 

Ȱ0ÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÄÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 
2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÏÎ -ÁÙ άÔÈȦȱ 
ɉ/ÒÇÁÎÉÚÉÎÇ ÎÏÔÅÃÁÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ 

ÓÁÌÅɊ 

Cresco Station 
Painted by J. Craig Thorpe 

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
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Upcoming Programs 
 

July 18, 2025 @ 2 pm 
ñTour of the Masker Museum at Promised Land State Parkò 

By Joshua Heath 
Join Promised Land State Park Environmental Education Specialist Josh Heath as we discover the 
history of Promised Land State Park and the CCC camp S-139.  This program includes a tour of the 
CCC Museum, the grounds, and the blacksmith shop.  We will meet at the Masker Museum.  

Anyone wanting to go to this presentation and needing a ride or directions, please contact Malinda 
Bender at 570-595-3222 and arrangements can be made.  All are welcome to come and enjoy!  

 
August 22, 2025 @ 7 pm 

ñRailroads, Art and American Life:  An Artistôs Memoir 
by J. Craig Thorpeò 

This presentation includes power point images of Mr. 
Thorpeôs commissioned art as well as a few examples of 
classic railway advertising art.  Following the outline of the 
book, this presentation overviews Thorpeôs personal 
journey.  It traces the development of his ideas and art 
commissioned by clients such as Amtrak and the White 
Pass & Yukon Route and other railways as well as rail 
suppliers, planners, museums and private collectors.  
Reprising elements of classic rail art, this body of work 
invites viewers to reconsider railroading and its connection 

to the broader culture.  
 

 September 19, 2025 @ 7 pm 
ñGenealogyò  

By Claudia Shoesmith-Fox 
Genealogy has been a hobby of mine for many years, with my own family traced back to the 

Mayflower. When I moved to Barrett and married my husband, naturally I added him to my tree as 
my spouse and started filling in his family. I was aware of the history of the Seese name in Barrett; 
and, after years of being introduced to new people in town as ñoh, they're related on the Seese side," 
I joked that my husband was related to the whole town. One day, I set out to prove it, and it grew 
into a much bigger, never-ending research project. I traced Jacob's family back to Peter Oliver Sees 

(original spelling of last name) who was the first Seese who settled in Barrett. Then, using 
Ancestry.com to find census records, birth and death records, archived newspaper articles, and 
other publicly available records, I slowly filled in all of his children, then all of their spouses and 
children, etc., eventually building a near-complete family tree for the Seese descendants as well as 
many of the other early Barrett families, up to the present day. If you have somewhere in your family 
the surnames Price, Labar, Bender, Duebler, Brush, Lewis, or, of course, Seese, come find out 

exactly how you are related to everyone else! 
 

October 17, 2025 @ 2 pm 
ñHandcrafted Cherokee Basketsò 

By Barbara Tracy 
This collection of handcrafted baskets was started in the 1970ôs. They are handcrafted from river 
cane and other natural materials and dyes in the remote mountains of the Carolinas including the 

Qualla Boundy. The art form was almost lost but fortunately some of the matriarchs 
continued the weaving.  A beautiful collection!  Come and enjoy the baskets as well as the story.  
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Program Recaps: 
 

Our program for April was ñMaple Sugaring Past and Presentò by Mike and Lalena Stirr.  Mike 
and Lalena have owned and operated Dutch Hill Preserves for 26 years.  Currently, they have 4,000 
taps over 3 acres, two of which are on leased properties.  An ordinary year yields 500+ gallons of 
syrup; but, due to the severe cold and ice this year, the yield was only 350 gallons.  The season 
usually runs from January through March with 20 percent yield in January, 40 percent in February 
and 40 percent in March.  This year it was near the end of February for the sap to start running 
making this yearôs total yield of 100 percent all in March.  Reverse osmosis is used in the process of 
making maple syrup to remove water and leave a more concentrated sap.  This increases the 
overall efficiency and profitability of syrup production.  The evaporator used is fired by wood which 
means that someone has to be feeding the wood consistently day and night to end up with the very 
best maple syrup.  After the presentation we were treated to a trip to the ñsugar bushò.  It is quite an 
operation and a long way from tapping a tree, hanging a bucket underneath and cooking the sap 
over a campfire as was done by the Native American Indians. The maple syrup was delicious! 
 
See photos on page 7(right). 
 
Our program for May was ñBarrett Township Relics from the Don Mick Estateò by Jim Mick 
and Jack Hamblin.  The Mick family started around 1902 with a taxi business including 4 taxis, a 
limo, a bus and a wrecker.  The business was run out of their house.  They left the door open and 
people would wait in the living room.  Also people coming into the Cresco Railroad Station at all 
hours would want to be taken to one of the many inns and resorts. 
 
    Jimôs great grandfather also sold coal.  The Mick Family used to have a general store in what is 
now the prep bays of the garage.  They sold Maxwell and Auburn cars and had a wrecker available 
for all those fender benders which occurred.  People would just park their cars on the road and go 
visit!  In the later years there was also a tavern where the current showroom is.  Jim brought along a 
selection of old photographs including pictures of car accidents and pulling cars out of the flood of 
55ò.  Among the interesting stories he told was that one time two calves were traded for a truck! 
 
    Jack Hamblin, auctioneer, showed a variety of slides taken of items sold from the Mick Estate.  It 
took about a year and three months to clean out Don Mickôs house ï 2 living floors, a basement and 
an attic.  Some of the unusual things found in the house included a large blonde side board, 
extremely heavy, which came from the Sterling Inn; a 1904 Climax brand peanut vending machine; a 
collection of Brass stencils and smudge pots, left over inspection stickers that were not used; and 
someoneôs ñgold teethò.  The Barrett Township Historical Society was given a box of Mick 
0memorabilia from John Styk which was purchased at the auction and some of those items were 
displayed at the program.   
 
    Needless to say, this was an outstanding program!  Many thanks to Jim and Jack.     
 
See photos on page 8. 
 
Our Program for June was ñGwyneth ñGwennieò (Dandalion) Seese presented by her 
daughter, Jeryl Rinehart, and two granddaughters, Brittany (Seese) Stitt and Kelsie (Seese) 
Bartholomew.  Gwennie was a third-shift postal worker in the 1970ôs who bought a CB radio to feel 
more secure traveling at night.  She needed a handle and chose ñDelta Dawnò after the popular 
song by Tanya Tucker, not knowing that prostitutes worked the highway over CB radio and the 
handle of the number one hooker was Delta Dawn.  She got some very interesting offers some of 
which she had never heard of!  Her granddaughter suggested changing her handle to ñDandelionò 
which she did, although she misspelled the flower putting an ñaò instead of an ñeò.  However, the 
misspelling stuck as did her moniker. 
 
    She was 41 when she started in radio.  She was writing for trucker magazines and caught the 
attention of a DJ in Richmond, Virginia, who was broadcasting from a truck stop.  He asked her to fill 
in for him during his two-week vacation.  She couldnôt take off from her postal job so she just quit.  
She enjoyed the experience and started looking for full-time DJ work.  In 1979 WIOV-FM in 
Euphrata gave her a chance on the overnights.  This put her on a path to a very successful career.  

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
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She became a very popular DJ on stations WCAT-FM and WRKZ-FM with her popularity soaring 
over the next two decades. 
 
    She felt it was important to expose music to listeners and took chances with artists during the 
overnight.  Garth Brooks was one of those artists and a bond was forged with Brooks taking her to 
Ireland twice.  Willie Nelson took her to Europe. She also promoted Brad Paisley and Randy Travis, 
among others.   
 
    In 1999 she became the first woman in the history of Country Music to host her own network 
show, ñDandalionôs Cat Country Network covered by six stations.  She was the first woman to be 
nominated for the industryôs top three DJ awards:  the Academy of Country Music, Country Music 
Association, and Billboards in 1989 and became the second woman inducted into the Country DJ 
Hall of Fame.  This award was presented to her by her friend Garth Brooks.  
 
    She went off the air in 2002 to become a music director for WRKZ and WCAT.  She retired at age 
67 and worked as a telephone operator at Great Wolf Lodge.  She died at age 77.   
    ñMy life was so productive.  Iôve done everything I wanted to doò. 
 
See photos pages 10-11 

^èĿĥĀǜxŒČèłĔĬČǜqèŽōǜèĬüǜqłĀŽĀĬōǜqłĳČłèīǜtĀöèĿǜqđĳōĳņ 

Evaporator 
Tapped Tree  

Line Bringing Sap to Evaporator 
Sugar House 
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»ƣŹŋƣúŪ ¿ĭĖúƎ »ŔŹƸŹƨĞ 7úƣƣĭƸƸ ÍŹǓůƨŔŗƎ ¿ĭŢŗĖƨ ŀƣŹŪ ƸŔĭ AŹů yŗĖš FƨƸúƸĭ 

Across the Street from the Station 

Interior 

Mick Motors 

Irvin H. Mick Jr. and Wife 

Edna Evans Mick with son 

Donald Irvin Mick 
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(ContinuedðProgram Recap Photos: Barrett Township Relics from the Don Mick Estate) 

Baseball Team 

Mick Diploma 

Taxi Sign 
Jim Mick During the May Program 
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Country Music Disc Jockey  
Hall of Fame Award 

Public Service Award 

Garth Brooks presenting the Country 
Music Disc Jokey Hall of Fame Honors 

Gwennie 
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