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    When one actively belongs to an organization like the Barrett Township 
Historical Society, discussions before or after Executive Committee Meetings or 
the monthly programs often include the family treasures we find when looking 
through old boxes, stored away in the attic or the top shelf of a closet. Most of us 
have found things that tie us to an older generation and a different time in our 
history. For many of us they are mementosðobjects made or collected by a 
loved one now gone as a means to keep them close. So it was one afternoon at 
the Library and Research Center when Society Treasurer, Claudia Shoesmith-

Fox, mentioned that she had a fabulous family treasure, a trove of correspondence between her 
Grandfather, Leon ñLeeò Weinstock, and his bride Evelyn Finkel Weinstock. What makes the letters 
and cards interesting in a historical context is that they spanned the period of time that Lee spent 
serving the U.S. in WWII.  
    Lee and Evie, or ñDubby,ò as Evelyn Finkel was known in her neighborhood, were the children of 
Jewish immigrants from Europe who grew up in the Bronx, NY. Claudia shared the following about 
how they met and became a couple:  
    My grandfather was buddies with my grandmother's older brother Danny in high school. Danny 
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Presidential Message 
Goodbye Winter!   
  
As our environment thaws out and the crocuses and daffodils start to sprout, it is time to look forward; 
but, as the Historical Society, we also look backwards.  The thought of this reminds me of a beloved 
uncle whose eyes pointed in two different directionsðbeing able to see where he had been and 
where he was going at the same time.  The memory makes me smile; but it highlights the unique 
position we are in, looking in two seemingly opposite directions at the same time.  Life is constantly 
changing and our community is constantly changing as well.   In recent years as I watch social media 
in our community and observe changes in traditional media such as newspapers and television, I 
notice that  the newspapers used to have birth announcements, wedding and engagement 
announcements, local and school sports , Honor rolls, and notices about community suppers and 
public events in the communities as well as parades, Fall Festivals, and events recognizing and 
memorializing National and local holidays and those that have served our communities, our state and 
our nation.  They also had humor, children's letters to Santa; and, of course, obituaries and arrest 
reports. Today it seems obituaries and bad news seems to be what remains. 
  
In recent years, I have noticed people talking about and complaining about what used to be and 
perhaps what is not any longer.  When I look at what used to be, I am also able to see what has 
replaced it.  For those of us that have been around awhile, we are blessed to have the knowledge of 
that which was good and positive; but also we have the knowledge of  the change and the 
convenience and advantages of our modern world.  The younger folks may not appreciate what it 
was like when news media was about positive achievements of your friends and neighbors or 
yourself; when the world paused every week and families had dinner at the kitchen table or at 
Grandma's house on Sunday; or when socializing was a Saturday night dance, a night at the roller 
skating rink, a community dinner or a concert. Now the younger generation lacks much of what we 
knew that was wonderful. Instead, they socialize on a phone or computer, which lacks the deeper 
connections that comes with "in person".   It's not the same.  Generations before us did not know the 
convenience and accessibility that we know. Generations after us do not know the pleasure and 
value of face-to-face socialization, going to school football or basketball games, participating in sports 
or the arts that we also know.  
  
Those of us that know and appreciate what is good, both past and present, have the opportunity to 
bring past and present together for everyone's benefit.  It is my hope that you see the real value that 
we work to bring to the community.  Recent inflationary forces have strained everyone's budgets and 
we are all faced with greater challenges.  As a member of the Historical Society, I encourage each 
and everyone of you to reach out to friends and neighbors to encourage them to join and support our 
Historical Society.   We can each make a difference.  Please share the membership form that is a 
part of this newsletter with at least one friend and encourage them to join and hopefully participate in 
person as well.   Together we grow stronger!  
  
Walter Lewis     
BTHS President 

-
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  Whoops, a Mistakeé 

If there is something that needs to be corrected, speak-up.  Please email me at 
alesiagallo@yahoo.com or give me call/text at (570)972-6422.   
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2025 Board of Directors 

      

Jayne Blair       Mary Price       Patti OôKeefe    Dotty Telesky    Laurie Dunlap 

         

       

2025 Executive Officers 
  

   

President Walter Lewis    

Vice President Darryl Speicher     

Recording Secretary Ellen Davis     

Corresponding Secretary Patti OôKeefe     

Treasurer Claudia Shoesmith-Fox     

        

2025 Executive 
Committee 

      

Acting Curator for LRC Jayne Blair  

Archivist for LRC Laurie Dunlap,  Patti OôKeefe, Mary Price and Susan   

Cresco Station Museum Mickey Miller   

Co-Curator of CSM Marge Babaz and Patti OôKeefe       

Digital for CSM and LRC Dottie Telesky    

Docents fir Cresco Station Museum Marge Babaz and Patti OôKeefe    

Finance     Claudia Shoesmith-Fox   

Grants Cherylyn Rushton     

Historian Jacqueline Magann & Laurie Dunlap     

Hospitality OPEN       

Information Systems Jim Bibber     

Library Research Center Jacqueline Magann and Committee of Seven   

Membership Cathy Stout   

Newsletter Alesia Gallo, Editor & Darryl Speicher, Co-Editor     

Oral Tradition OPEN     

Programs Mary Price & Malinda Bender, Co-Chairs      

Publicity Alesia Gallo       

Research OPEN 

Ways & Means Committee Walter Lewis    

    

  

Exec Committee Meeting Dates General Membership Meeting Dates 

Executive Committee meetings are held on the 2nd Barrett Paradise Friendly Library 
Weiler Community Room Monday at 3 pm monthly at LRC 

April 14 (Dutch Hill Preserves)  April 4 @ 2pm (rescheduled  

     May 12   May 16 @ 7:00pm  

     June 9 June 20 @ 7:00pm 

     July 14 July 18 @ 2:00pm 
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Committee Reports 

Library Research Center  Jacqueline Magann  
Our Tuesday work days at the center are busy, fun and fulfilling!  Our steadfast volunteers come 
from 10 am to 2 pm ready to take on whatever is needed to be done.  Jane Blair has agreed to be 
our acting curator.  She already has the inventory underway.  She works hand-in-glove with Dottie 
Telesky who is so efficient digitizing the inventory.  Pattie OôKeefe is continuing to put collected 
obituaries on the computer.  She is always willing to do a search when other computer related 
material is needed.  Mary Price is busy making labels as we move on with the inventory.  She is also 
working at the bulging resort file for Barrett and surrounding areas.  The Society Post Card 
Collection has been set up in the new bookcase built by Denny Bender.  A&E Glass has completed 
the case with sliding glass doors.  Our sincere thanks goes to both for their time and labor gratis to 
the Society.  Susan Seese is a new volunteer and pops in to help when she can.  We appreciate 
that.  The early Monroe County Barrett Township Tax Assessment Ledgers have been reorganized 
for easier access.  Laurie Dunlap is our go to person who knows the archives well and can locate 
items for all of us.  Her daughter Jessica has completed a list of World War II veterans for the 
archives which we plan to use in a future display.  Many thanks for that.  Spring cleaning will be 
done professionally in April by S.P.W. Cleaners.  This is done annually. 
 
The L.R.C. will be open to the public on Sundays from 1 pm to 4 pm beginning May 25th through 
Fall.  We need help to welcome visitors on these days.  Please call Jackie Magann at 570-595-9233 
if you have time available.  In the Spring the Embroiderers Guild of America, East Stroudsburg 
Chapter, will be showcasing embroidered items in our display cases.  Please plan on stopping by! 

Membership 2025  Malinda Bender 
Our membership currently totals 101 members.  Memberships for the year 2025 are still available.  
If you know someone who would like to become a member, a membership form can be obtained 
by contacting the Library Research Center at 570-481-4622 or e-mailing at 
www.barretthistorical@gmail.com.  Membership dues help fund the many programs and research 
projects that our historical society is able to do.  We welcome everyone to join and participate. 
 

Station Museum  Mickey Miller  
The Cresco Station Museum will be open the second Sunday in April from 1 to 4 pm.  Starting in 
May we will be open every Sunday from 1 to 4 pm until fall.  Spring cleaning will be done 
professionally in April by S.P.W. Cleaners.  This is done annually. Currently, we are in the process of 
conducting a complete inventory of the artifacts in the Museum.  Docents for the Museum are Marge 
Babaz and Patti OôKeefe.  All are welcome to come and spend some time enjoying the many items 
on display. 

Coming in June to the Library and Research Center 

Pocono Mountain Embroidererôs Guild of America will have a display of antique sewing tools and 
fabrics for the month of June in the Barrett Township Historical Society Library and Research 

Center.  Childrenôs toy sewing machines, needles, irons, threads and scissors will be among many 
types of sewing objects used in the early 1900ôs that will be displayed.  Examples of lace, stitches 
and fabric will complete the exhibit.  Please plan to stop by to see this unusual collection! 

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
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Program Recaps 
There was No program in January 
 
Our program for February ñMaple Sugaring Past and Presentò by Mike and Lalena Stirr of 
Dutch Hill Preserves was cancelled because of weather and was rescheduled for April 4, 
2025. 
 
Our program for March was ñPortrait of an Artistôs Life in the Poconosò.  The Barrett Township 
Historical Society enjoyed a presentation by local artist Peter Salmon.  Mr. Salmon is a native of 
Vermont but has resided in the Poconos since the 1960's .  A collection of his paintings has been on 
display at the Barrett Paradise Friendly Library in the Weiler Community Room.  Mr. Salmon is a 
graduate of Middlebury College and Harvard University and has studied art at Boston University and 
The Brooklyn Museum.  His artworks  are a reflection of the experiences of his 90 years.  They 
reflect such varied subjects as The Grand Teton Mountains, city scenes in New York and 
landscapes, gardens, and people from his native Vermont and locally in the Poconos and beyond. 
The subjects of his artwork are as varied as his life experiences including his wife's garden, local 
children in their classroom, beach scenes and much more.  
  
Mr. Salmon has had numerous solo exhibitions of his work at colleges, museums, and libraries, both 
locally and beyond.  His artwork can be found in many public and private collections.  Mr. Salmon 
and his wife Linda reside in Henryville and have 3 children and numerous grandchildren. He has 
been active and co-directed the "Arts on the Mountain" program as well as participating in 
community service with a focus on environmental concerns.  His artwork will be on display in the 
Weiler Room at the BPFL until the end of May.  Be sure to stop by and enjoy!  
*See photos on following page. 

Upcoming Programs 
 

May 16, 2025 @ 7 pm 
ñBarrett Township Relics from the Don Mick Estateò   

By Jim Mick and Jack Hamblin  
Jim Mick will provide the family history and background of the various Mick Family Enterprises 
occupying the present car showroom, garage and surrounding area.  Jack Hamblin will give an 
auctioneerôs ñeye viewò of some of the interesting finds in the estate plus a discussion of items and 

local history received by the Barrett Township Historical Society. 
 

June 20, 2025 @ 7 pm 
ñGweneth ñGwennieò (Dandalion) Seeseò  

By Jeryl Rinehart  
Jeryl will discuss the life and career of her mother as a Country and Western Radio Disc Jockey who 

made quite an impact in the industry.   
 

July 18, 2025 @ 2 pm 
ñTour of the Mutter Museum at Promised Land State Parkò 

By Joshua Heath 
Specifics of this program including a presentation will be announced at a later date.  

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
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*Artwork will be on display in the Weiler Room 

at the BPFL until the end of May 

 

Photos by Malinda Bender and Walter Lewis 
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Peter Salmon speaking for Marchôs program. 
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60 Years in the Poconos: Peter and Linda Salmon 
     Peter Kinterly Salmon gave this talk at the invitation of Barrett Township Historical Society at 
Barrett-Paradise Friendly Library on March 21. See his Art Show & Sale of paintings in the Libraryôs 
Conference Room through June 2025. 
     Peter was born in Vermont and grew up there and in Yonkers, NY. He and his wife Linda moved 
to the Poconos 60 years ago: ñIt is HOMEò, he states emphatically. His family moved to Yonkers in 
the middle of his Kindergarten year. 
     Young Peterôs artistic bent was nurtured by his new teacher, who set up an easel and paints for 
him. Later, his parents discouraged thoughts of an art career. Meanwhile, through his school years, 
sketching while his teachers spoke sharpened his skills and won the interest and admiration of his 
classmates. 
     The first time Peter saw someone painting a picture was in Dorset, Vermont, where his family 
lived for a time. The artist was Felicia Marsh; their families knew each other. 
     Peter went on to major ñin history and education, graduating from Harvard after studying at 
Middlebury College, where he met his wife Linda.ò* He recalls meeting a bright young woman and 
asking if she had girlfriends who wanted to attend a dance that night. ñThis girl would like to go to the 
dance with you,ò Linda replied.  
     ñ[He] also studied his first love, painting the world around him, along the way at the Brooklyn 
Museum and at Boston University.ò* In addition, Peter served two years in the Army.   
   Peter sees humanityôs goal this way: ñOne thing we want to find is a job we want and which we do 
well that also helps humankind.ò His wife Linda suggested a plan for their lives: she would teach half
-day kindergarten while he pursued painting. Their worlds merged when he was granted permission 
to sketch and paint classroom scenes at Barrett Elementary School in Mountainhome. Linda and her 
first grade class appear in some of these paintings. 
     Over time, Peter reached a point at which he knew, ñYes, I am an artist, and I am doing 
something good for the world.ò Stylistically, he always knew he didnôt like photorealism, because, he 
says, ñItôs not the way we see the world. Every artist has his or her idea of whatôs important in a 
scene.ò 
     Peter sketched scenes at Lake Swiftwater in Paradise Township, and served for many years as 
president and general manager there.   
     His first exhibit here in PA was in1963. LaBar Village in Stroudsburg agreed that he would 
provide paintings for their hallways. He won a prize at the annual Wyckoffôs Art Show at the former 
Stroudsburg Department Store. Then in 2014, he won the Pocono Arts lifetime Achievement Award. 
Show venues included the Pocono Arts Cultural Center in Stroudsburg and the Antoine Dutot School 
and Museum in Delaware Water Gap.  
    ñThe best compositions,ò the artist feels, ñare not vertical or horizontal,ò but employ free-flowing 
multidirectional lines.  This is especially evident in his painting Ladies in the Lake, now on display in 
his current show at Barrett-Paradise Friendly Library.  
     To his question to himself, ñWill I give up painting?ò (Because Linda and Peter devote much time 
to caring for a daughter), I would suggest that the joy and beauty your art gave to our world can 
never be lost.  
     Peter enjoyed drawing and painting in many locations: their back yard and all around the 
Poconos, on subways, on trips, and at the zoo. Once, as Peter sketched animals and people at the 
Philadelphia Zoo, a young girl turned to him and asked him to draw her, and he did. Pleased with 
her portrait, she exclaimed, ñThe old guyôs got talent!ò 
     Please come and be inspired by this Show that appealingly holds a mirror up to nature. Peterôs 
childrenôs book A Bug Collection, an alphabet of bugs is available for purchase at $12.00. Half the 
proceeds benefit the Library. An interesting note is that Library Director Mary Ann Lewisôs first grade 
teacher was Linda Salmon. 
 
* Citations marked with an asterisk appeared in the Pocono Business Journal, July 9, 2014.      
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(Continued from CoverðFamily Treasures) 

had a crush on my grandfather's girlfriend at the time, a girl named Jean. He fixed up my 
grandfather with his younger sister just so he could have a shot with Jean! It worked out for 
everybody, as Danny ended up marrying Jean. The four of them would go on double dates as 
teenagers. My grandparents were high school sweethearts and married in 1943 at ages 20 and 21. 
    Lee was drafted into the army and was shipped overseas in the fall of 1943. As was the case 
with many veterans of WWII, Lee did not share much about his wartime service. One thing that the 
family knows is that he participated in D-Day and was there on the beaches of Normandy, France, 
on the day that changed the tide of the war in Europe. Little else was known about how he and 
Evie, as Lee called her, got through such a harrowing time until Claudiaôs father was going through 
Leeôs possessions upon his passing. Carefully preserved in the garage was a box full of cards and 
letters Lee and Evie had sent each other throughout the war. Most of them were cards that marked 
the passage of time from their anniversaries to birthdays and holidays. 
    For her part Evelyn sent lovely greeting cards with upbeat playful messages. She would add to 
the preprinted cards her own messages. In one celebrating their anniversary the inside panel has a 
couple sitting together in a large arm chair with the wife in her husbandôs lap and big smiles on their 
faces and beaming rays of joy all around them. The card ends with, ñThe man who ties my heart-
strings in a loverôs knot divine and the man Iôm mighty happy keeps his slippers next to mine.ò  
Then in her own hand Evie added next to the couple embracing each other in the chair, ñYum Yum, 
something to look forward to. Love Evie.ò  The cards themselves are of historical value. The style 
and artwork is unlike anything you might find on the shelves at Hallmark today. And the hand-
written notes make them all the more interesting. 
    Lee did not have the luxury of popping by the drugstore to browse through the greeting cards. 
Fortunately for Evie, he was a talented artist. All of the cards are true works of art but the 
Valentineôs Day cards are spectacular. One of them has a rose surrounded by a large heart. In it 
Lee wrote, ñA Valentine for my Wife. You are as Sweet as a Rose. Love and Kisses Always.ò   In 
another he is lying on a cot above him a giant heart surrounding an image of Evie on which he 
wrote, ñThinking of you Always, to my Sweetheart and Wife, Love Always, Lee.ò  All of them are 
hand-drawn and lettered.  
    The letters Lee wrote were done on a small sheet of 5x6 inch paper and sent in an envelope 
stamped, WAR & NAVY Departments V-Mail Service. This was all the US Postal Service 
cancelation date said in 1944. In the upper right-hand corner where the stamp would normally be 
attached it says, ñPenalty for private use to avoid payment of postage, $300.ò The cost of a stamp 
in 1944 was three cents.  Inside one of the cards Evie had sent Lee was an illustration depicting a 
man and woman cuddling on an arm chair, torn out of a publication titled Mrs. Yank, dated March 
1945. The caption reads, ñMy dreams are getting better all the timeò. In the margin Evie wrote, 
ñDarling your first piece of published art ï keep it up.ò  
    One of the dearest of cards that Evie sent was one that said ñHappy Easter Hubbyò on the front. 
The family finds it interesting given that they were both raised in the Jewish faith; but, upon close 
inspection, I think itôs easy to see why Evie chose it. The front of the card has a basket full of 
colorful eggs, the prominent one on top is an oval window to the inside, which is the face of a 
smiling child. When you open the card the childôs face turns out to be that of a balding man 
embracing his gray-haired wife. In the margin Evie wrote, ñWhen we are old and gray like this we 
will still be lovers.ò 
    Claudia says that Evie and Lee were just that, completely devoted to each other. They raised a 
family, moved several times, and after Evieôs passing Lee retired to Florida. It was there that he 
followed Evie into the everlasting light. It was there going through his final possessions that the 
family found the letters. Even after Evieôs passing, Lee could not let them go. They now stand as a 
testament to the enduring power of love. It has the strength to uphold us even in the darkest times.  
 
**See pages 10-11 for Photos of Referenced Correspondence 

https://www.barretthistorical.org/


Visit our website at www.barretthistorical.org 

Page 10  Barrett Township Historical Society  Newsletter April 2025 
Vol. #32, Issue #2  

Leeôs Cards 

Family TreasuresðPhotos of Referenced Correspondence 
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Family TreasuresðPhotos of Referenced Correspondence 

Evieôs Cards 
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