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William Shaw White — The Tanner (1814-1889)

By Wolden Magann

William Shaw White was born on August 14, 1814, in New York of Irish immigrant parents. At
any early age the family moved to rural Lopatcong Township, Warren County, New Jersey, where
he grew up and attended the local county school to learn his “3R’s”. After formal schooling for the
fundamentals (reading, writing and arithmetic) was completed and at about 14 years of age, he
searched for an occupation that would serve him for the rest of his life.

William answered an advertisement in the Hunterdon Gazette Newspaper calling for industrious,
ambitious young men to become apprentices to learn the tanning trade at the William Egbert
Tannery in Pattenburg, New Jersey. Taking an apprentice in any trade in this time period meant a
young man would agree to work at minimum wage (26 to 31 cents per week) for a period of 5-7
years to learn the skills necessary to perform all the various jobs at the tannery. He would be
provided free room and board and all the tools and equipment necessary to accomplish the various
tasks at the tannery. At the end of his apprenticeship he would become a Journey Tanner with a
pay scale of $141 per year and be provided with a house and small garden. On signing the
necessary papers White was taken into the Egbert home where he learned not only the tanning
business but was exposed to the business aspect of the purchasing and deeding of land, listing and
sale of land for taxes, forming of partnerships and contracts and other agreements necessary to
conduct business. His tutoring by Judge Egbert proved invaluable when it was time to buy and
manage his own tannery. He finished his apprenticeship in about 1835; and, although it is uncertain
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Now stir the candy vigorously with a wooden spoon until it thickens and begins to taken on a
caramel color. | will also become opaque — this take 3 — 5 minutes. Stop stirring at this point as
it will make it difficult to spread into the pan.

Working quickly, spread into the pan and smooth the top. Let it sit at room temperature for about 10
minutes then cut into small squares.

Store in an airtight container.

1968 Easy Maple Candy (This recipe makes about 30 candies)
1/3 cup butter or margarine, softened

1/3 cup maple syrup

1/2 teaspoon salt

1 pound powdered sugar

Method:

Put the first three ingredients in the bowl and mix with the spoon.

Mix in the sugar. When it gets difficult to stir, use your hands to mix it until it is smooth.

Add more sugar if the dough sticks to your hands. Roll 1-inch balls and set them out on a
parchment lined cookie sheet till they get firm. If you want to make molded candies, press the
mixture into the plastic candy molds or silicone molds. When the candy firms up, pop it out of the
forms and let the candy harden on a cookie sheet. These are a fondant-type candy, which means
that they won't get really hard. Consider enrobing the balls in melted chocolate, or roll them in
coconut, or chopped nuts.

RETURN TO
HOME PAGE \s

Visit our website at www.barretthistorical.org
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COVID and Barrett Township: 3 years later by Mary Kate Reeves-Hoché

It has been three years since the World Health Organization (WHO) announced that a Corona Virus
Disease (COVID) identified in 2019 had indeed become pandemic. In Pennsylvania the pandemic
would cause 2,901,604 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and claim 50,623 lives.
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Monroe County was not spared from cases or deaths, having 46,128 confirmed cases and 597
deaths.

Confirmed and probable cases for Barrett Township were also collected and reported to the
Pennsylvania Department of Health. However, deaths usually occurred in a hospital and since there
are none in Barrett Township, none of the Barrett Township residents who died of COVID-19 are

Visit our website at www.barretthistorical.org
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listed in the Pennsylvania database.

Zip Code Town Confirmed Cases Probable Case
18323 Buck Hill Falls 41 4
18325 Canadensis 515 24
18326 Cresco 1117 42
18342 Mountainhome 30 4
18357 Skytop 10 0

The vaccination rate of Barrett Township is not available. However, the rate by county is available at
the Pennsylvania Department of Health. Monroe County achieved a 60.7% fully vaccinated rate as
defined as that the person has received the necessary number of COVID-19 vaccines at the
recommended time intervals; and a partial vaccination rate of 6.4% which was defined as receiving
one vaccine. Individuals who received their vaccine within the Veteran’s Administration system, or
while out of state where not included in the count and could skew the data lower.

It is likely that annual corona virus vaccinations will be added to the recommended vaccines for all
citizens, just as influenza vaccination is each fall. Vaccination continues to be one of the safest
methods to prevent communicable diseases.

Sources:
Pennsylvania Department of Health: www.health.pa.gov accessed 27 March 2023

Cresco Station Museum

Hi Folks, Cresco Annie Here, and | want to talk to you about our Museum. We are due to reopen
for the 2023 summer season Memorial Day Weekend and I'm concerned because right now there is
only Micky Miller, Joanne Seese. Gary Bradin and me, Cresco Annie, to keep it open on Sundays in
the summer. We need more volunteers! If you can only volunteer one Sunday this summer it will be
a help. There's not a lot to do, no dusting of cleaning up, just greet the visitors and maybe tell them a
bit about Barrett Township as you remember it.

If you have never visited the Museum we are not just a train museum but we are a history of
Barrett Township Museum. Some of the displays you will see are antique toys, dog sledding
between the resorts, a display of Civil War artifacts and a chart of all who served from our township,
a display of dishes from the resorts in the area (most of them, sadly to say, now closed or gone), a
Barrett school display. Boy Scouts, POS of A, a new display of musical instruments, church's (some
now long gone), and the Station Masters room, which we kept in original conditions with an old stove
(not for summer time).

There are three trains scheduled for this summer and they tell me (since | can't leave my place in
the store) there will be busy times with hot dogs for sale, old time country music, classic cars, and
tours of the Museum for the train folks. They sound like they will be fun filled busy days and | wish |
could go out side and join them but | just have to stay here and mind the store.

I'm looking forward to seeing you all this summer and hopefully some of you will help mind the
store. We need some new faces to get more involved in our Station or sadly we will not be able to
be open. Now | have to hurry back to my place in the store because someone is coming in.

If interested please call mickey Miller at 570-595-7090 or Joanne Seese at 570460-9279. They
will be happy to hear from you.

Visit our website at www.barretthistorical.org
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About the Author: Wolden Magann
Author of William Shaw White — The Tanner (1814-1889)
By Jacqueline Magann

Wolden Magann was a founding member of the Barrett Township Historical
7 Society in 1993. He served as first vice president to his life-long buddy Jake Single
> e who was the first president. Wolden began the original Research Group while he
4@ | was collecting U.S. census records for Barrett Township 1860 at the National
AR 4 Archives in Philadelphia. Because of his effort the Library and Research Center now
‘{% houses Barrett census records from 1860 to present day, all alphabetized. He was
| responsible for obtaining the 501¢3 Nonprofit Corporation Status in 1999. He
presented many programs for the Society at monthly meetings and was a contributor
to the quarterly Society Newsletter. Wolden, John Styk and Jim Berger in 2003
placed a historic plaque at the site of the Bark Gravity Railroad on Buck Hill property. Wolden and
John Styk in 2013 led an archeological dig at the site of the Charles Boyer Pottery Factory located
today on the Tom Widing property in Buck Hill. Shards of pottery were found, the largest being a
crock discovered by Loretta Quarmley. Tom Widing was presented with that shard at the May 2015

monthly meeting.

Wolden was a native of Mountainhome born in 1926. He grew up near the site of the White’s
Tannery as did Jake Sengle. Wolden graduated from the Barrett Consolidated School in a class of
13 students. He attended Penn State University and became an aerospace engineer serving some
of that time in the United States Navy. He married Jacqueline in 1952 and together they raised four
children. In May 2015 he and Jacqueline were awarded the Barrett Township Outstanding Citizen
Award presented at the Cresco Station Museum. Wolden died on December 17, 2015, leaving a
legacy of collected Barrett Township history to be recounted by others.
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[0 New Membership [0 Membership Renewal

Last Name First Name(s)
Address
City State Zip
Phone Email

Regular Membership Sustaining Membership Lifetime Membership

Individual $20.00 Friend $51.00 - $99.00 $500.00 and Up
Family $30.00 Patron $100.00 - $249.00
Business/Organization Angel $250.00 - $499.00
$50.00

0 Additional Donation $ enclosed

1 Please check this box if you do NOT agree to receive the newsletter via email

Please make checks payable to Barrett Township Historical Society and mail check
and membership form to:
Barrett Township Historical Society
PO Box 358
Mountainhome, PA 18342

Visit our website at www.barretthistorical.org
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