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    History tells us that the first hotel in Barrett 
Township was built in 1867 in Canadensis, 
Pennsylvania.  It was owned by Adam Albert 
and named ñHotel Canadensisò.  Tourists were 
drawn to Canadensis not only for the scenic 
beauty but also for the abundant streams for 
fishing. There was even a manufacturer of 
fishing reels in town named Laban Lewis.  
(Many stories about the hotel and life then may 
be found at the Society Library Research 
Center in Cresco.) 
 

    The opening of two tanneries in Barrett 
Township, Palen & Northrup in Canadensis 
and William S. White in Mountainhome, 
brought tannery workers to Barrett Township 

looking for ña roof over their heads and a meal on the tableò.  Local families were willing to do that.  
They provided ñroom and boardò to the tanners and received income and boarding 
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Presidential Message 
Hello and Happy New Year!    
  
In  2022, our now out-going president, Darryl Speicher, invited me get involved with the Barrett 
Township Historical Society.  I had some perception of its function but what does it mean to us 
today?  Understanding the past and how the events of the past have shaped our present is to 
understand the community we live in today.  I grew up in Monroe County, moved to Barrett Township 
just over 30 years ago and discovered a community with a rich history where the citizens worked 
together and bonded together through shops, families, businesses, restaurants, resorts, churches, 
scouting, other civic and volunteer-based organizations, sports leagues, schools, parks and public 
spaces and community amenities. Collectively, they serve our residents and operate or host events 
at the parks and sponsor parades, concerts, community suppers and picnics, holiday events and 
much more.  It is a community where we know our neighbors, where we work together for the 
common benefit, where we support each other, and where we are friends.  These wonderful qualities 
of our community were once common of small towns but have largely disappeared in our world being 
lost to the internet, lost to Walmart or other large retail outlets and lost to centralized larger schools 
and police departments.   Understanding our history, what and who has worked to maintain the 
healthy and interactive community that is Barrett Township, is both an understanding of the past that 
is manifested in how we live and work together today as well as a map to the future.  
  
   As we look to 2025, our goals for the coming year and beyond, it is our hope to continue and 
enhance our monthly presentations as well as expand our offerings both with public community 
events and our on-line presence. We hope that you will join us in these efforts.  Please take a 
moment to join or update your membership in the Barrett Township Historical Society and 
consider other ways you might participate including documenting your own family history, 
assisting with public events, assisting in fund raising, assisting in creating oral and written histories on 
various topics and people in our Township or perhaps assisting with paperwork, administrative duties 
or with our online presence.  Are you a Writer? an Artist? a Historian? or an Event 
Planner?  Whatever your talent, whatever your interest or whether you have a long family history in 
the area or have just moved here and are looking to meet people and become active in the 
community, there is a place for you!   We look forward to and welcome your participation.  Please 
come out to the Library Research Center to a meeting (the 2nd Monday of each Month at 3 PM) 
or come to our monthly presentations to learn more about what we do and consider how you 
might become involved.  I, or other members of the Barrett Township Historical Society, would be 
pleased to speak with you about our experiences and the opportunities that may exist that you might 
find fulfilling.  I can be reached by email at lewiswjl2@ptd.net or you may reach us 
at :   stationmuseum@gmail.com 
  
Walter Lewis     
BTHS President 

-
ͽ;ɉȰȾɊ;Ⱦ- 

  Whoops, a Mistakeé 

If there is something that needs to be corrected, speak-up.  Please email me at 
alesiagallo@yahoo.com or give me call/text at (570)972-6422.   

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
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2025 Board of Directors 

      

Jayne Blair       Mary Price       Patti OôKeefe    Dotty Telesky    Laurie Dunlap 

         

       

2025 Executive Officers 
  

  Treasurerôs Report 

President Walter Lewis    

Vice President Darryl Speicher     

Recording Secretary Ellen Davis     

Corresponding Secretary Patti OôKeefe     

Treasurer Claudia Shoesmith-Fox     

        

        

    
 

2025 Executive 
Committee 
  

      

Archivist for CSM & LRC Consolidated in CSM & LRC activities     

Cresco Station Museum Mickey Miller   

Curator for CSM & LRC OPEN       

Finance Claudia Shoesmith-Fox       

Grants Cherylyn Rushton     

Historian   Jacqueline Magann & Laurie Dunlap   

Hospitality OPEN       

Information Systems Jim Bibber     

Library Research Center Jacqueline Magann and Committee of Seven   

Membership Cathy Stout   

Newsletter Alesia Gallo, Editor & Darryl Speicher, Co-Editor     

Oral Tradition OPEN     

Programs Mary Price & Malinda Bender, Co-Chairs      

Publicity Alesia Gallo       

Research OPEN 

Ways & Means Committee Walter Lewis    

    

  

Exec Committee Meeting Dates General Membership Meeting Dates 

Executive Committee meetings are held on the 2nd Barrett Paradise Friendly Library 
Weiler Community Room Monday at 3 pm monthly at LRC 

January 13 JanuaryðNo Meeting 

February 10 
  February 21 @ 2:00pm  
(Dutch Hill Preserves) 

March 10 March 21 @ 2:00pm 

April 14 April 25 @ 2:00pm 

  
 

 

As of 12/31/24 

Checking: $1,722.12 

Money Market: $5,510.99 

CD: $9,629.98 

CD: $32,109.23 

Total: $48,972.32 
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Committee Reports 

Upcoming Programs 
 

February 21, 2025 @ 2 pm 
ñMaple Sugaring Past and Presentò  

By Mike and Lalena Stirr of Dutch Hill Preserves 
 This presentation will be held in the Sugar House at 344 Dutch Hill Road in Canadensis.  Mike and 
Lalena will speak on the history of making Maple Syrup including how it started and how it is made 
in modern times.  They will give a tour of the Sugarbush and the Sugar House where you will be 
able to see the machinery and how it works.  There will be seating and anyone not wishing to drive 

to the Sugar House can contact Malinda Bender at 570-595-3222 for a ride.      
 
 

March 21, 2025 @ 2 pm 
ñThe Artwork of Peter Salmonò 

Mr. Salmon will have his artwork displayed in the Weiler Community Room at the Barrett Paradise 
Friendly Library for his presentation.  He will talk about the art he has on display as well as his 

beginning as an artist.   

Library Research Center  Jacqueline Magann  
Work days at the LRC will be Tuesdays from10 am to 2 pm weather permitting.  To verify, call 
Jackie Magann at 570-595-3222. Starting May 26th, the LRC will also be open on Sundays from 1-4 
pm. through the fall.  

Membership 2025 
Our membership currently totals 93.  We welcome the following new members:  William and Sandy 
Dietz; Steve, Beth and James Shorten; Dottie and Ed Telesky; and Sonia White. Memberships for 
the year 2025 are still available.  Membership forms for those not receiving the form by mail and 
interested in joining, please contact the Library Research Center at 570-481-4622 or e-mail at 
www.barretthistorical.org to obtain a copy of the form.  We welcome everyone to join.   
 
Thanks to those who have already renewed their memberships.  The Society appreciates your 
support.  We look forward to those still outstanding to renew. We would also like to recognize our 
Life Members listed below: 
 
 Graham Andoe    Susan McClure    
 Curtis Cooper & Anne Trimble  John Styk 
 Leeanne Dyson    Karl & Ann Weiler 
 Marie Starner Guidry   Sonia White 
 James and Carol Hillstad 

Station Museum  Mickey Miller  
The Cresco Station Museum is on winter schedule.  We are open the 2nd Sunday of the month from 
1-4 pm (weather permitting) until spring.  

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
http://www.barretthistorical.org/
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Program Recaps 
Our program for October was ñTrivia Round Three with a Twistò by Vic Vaccaro (aka Darryl 
Speicher).  Once again our host for this Trivia outdid himself.  Just when you think you will know the 
answers to the questions he will ask, you realize how little you really know about Halloween!  How is 
this possible?  Halloween has been happening for years and that is where the problem lies.  2,000 
years ago Celts marked Samhain as the midpoint between the fall equinox and winter solstice.  It 
was celebrated after the harvest where celebrants and Druid priests gathered to light bonfires and 
pray dressing as animals and monsters so that fairies were not tempted to kidnap ancestors 
crossing over during this time. In 1,000 A.D. the church changed this to All Soulsô Day.  This 
celebration became known as All-Hallows Eve and eventually Halloween merging All Saintsô Day, All 
Soulsô Day and Samhain.  Halloween has been celebrated in the United States since the mid-19

th
 

Century with Trick or Treating and parades.  Today Halloween has become the second largest 
commercial holiday with an estimated 3.1 billion spent on candy! 
 
Trivia Question:  Do you know the year of the 1

st
 Halloween Parade in Barrett Township?  You might 

think this was one of the easier questions but few of us actually answered correctly even considering 
ALL questions were multiple choice!   
 
Our program for November was ñMonroe County Memorializes Its Great War Heroes by Jim 
Werkheiserò.  World War I or The First World War also commonly known as the ñThe Great Warò 
was a global conflict between two coalitions ï the Allies and the Central Powers.  The war started in 
1914 after the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife of Austria.  This catapulted 
into a war across Europe that lasted until 1918.  The United States did not enter into the war until 
1917.  The American troops were referred to as ñThe Doughboysò originating back to the American 
Civil War.  It applied to the brass buttons on uniforms worn by infantrymen.  Although we were not 
militarily ready for this war, we had 3.9 million troops available.  The Great War ended on November 
11, 1918 with the signing of the Armistice and was to be ñthe last warò.  A total of 83,000 troops died.  
This included 38 boys from Monroe County.  There are a total of seven memorials in Monroe County 
honoring those killed, one of which can be found at High Acres. 
 
Interesting Fact:  There were 83,000 deaths from the war and 675,000 from the Spanish Flu.       
 
Our program for December was ñBarrett Township Historical Society Open House at the 
Friendly Community Centerò.  We celebrated with Holiday music and an amazing continuous 
power point presentation by Dottie Telesky of winter scenes in yesteryear Barrett Township.  
Everyone enjoyed telling their stories and reminiscing about the history of the original Barrett 
Friendly Library.  We enjoyed all kinds of goodies, had an ornament swap and a surprise visit by 
Santa!  This was our last meeting at The Friendly Community Center and we wish to thank the 
Township for allowing us to hold our general meetings in this historic building.  In the future we will 
be meeting in the Weiler Community Room at the Barrett Paradise Friendly Library.    
*See photos on following page. 
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December Open House Photos  
 

Yes, there really is Santa Claus! 

Dottie & Walter scanning some post cards  Dedicated members of the society:  
can newsletter readers ID them?  

Jackie and Santa 

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
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It wouldn't be the holidays without the  
traditional tree.  Darryl "chopped" this one 

down for the Christmas party!  

Santa and Dottie 

Enjoying the refreshments 

Many thanks to all for a 
wonderful 2024!  Wishing 
everyone all the best in 

2025! 

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
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(Continued from CoverðTourism Through The Years in Barrett Township 

house experience in return.  The Northrup and Palen families built homes next door to each other 
near the tannery on the Creek Road, Route 447, Canadensis.  The Palen home became Pine Knob 
Inn.  Both families contributed to the community and churches.  Northrupôs home stood many years, 
neglected, and several years ago it was razed to make room for a new house. 
 

    William White always resided in New Jersey.  He ran his tanneries in Mountainhome and 
Analomink.  White opened a store and post office at the Mountainhome site.  He was involved in the 
community and was the first signature on the petition put before Judge Barrett to allow Barrett 
Township to be formed out of Price and Paradise townships on December 31, 1859.   
Northrup and Palenôs tanneries closed in 1875 for lack of bark.  Whiteôs tannery continued to operate 
with problems.  The tannery burned to the ground in 1888 in an arson fire. 
 

    Many of the small inns and boarding houses operated only during the season, spring to fall.  That 
practice lasted many years.  As you can imagine, these small inns provided employment to many in 
all capacities.  Waitressing was popular for school teachers who lived here and in the Wilkes-Barre 
Scranton area.  Many a Pocono boy found his bride from that source! 
 

    The first D.L.&W. locomotive arrived at the Cresco (Oakland) Station on January 21, 1856.  The 
line contributed greatly to the success of the resorts because of the advertising the railroad did in 
promoting Cresco Station and its proximity to the resorts.  The station closed in 1966-67.  (It is now 
the Cresco Station Museum owned by the Weiler Family Foundation and operated by the Barrett 
Township Historical Society. 
 

    In 1901 Buck Hill Inn and cottages opened.  Skytop Lodge, originally a private club, incorporated 
and opened in 1928.  Later it was open to the public.  It thrives today. 
 

    One could say the height of tourism in Barrett was in World War II.  All possible places to stay 
were filled to capacity, the merchants were busy and the trains were bulging with passengers.  The 
hotels had overflow, in that they had to farm out guests to nearby private homes to sleep.  The 
guests ate meals at the hotel in shifts and enjoyed all the other amenities. 
 

    My own family took overflow from nearby Onawa Lodge in a beautiful Victorian house with seven 
outside entrances off the wraparound porch and six bedrooms.  We rented from the Micks.  My 
brother Ed was away in the Army.  There was a stable on the property that Sant Price (Martyôs dad) 
rented and provided horseback riding to Onawa guests.  My in-laws to be, the Maganns, also took in 
overflow.  They were given Dutch Sea Captains on a monthôs furlough for rest and relaxation.  
Ironically, the Magannôs oldest son, Edmund, U.S. Navy, was away fighting in Europe while a Dutch 
captain occupied his bedroom.  (Mom Magann was a great baker and always had a chocolate cake 
or goodie in the oven for sharing with the sea captains, an added bonus of hospitality. 
 

    Many of the small inns and boarding houses of yesteryear are gone including the magnificent Inn 
at Buck Hill.  The resort file at the Society Library and Research Center in Cresco holds information 
on 125 resorts in the 5 villages of Barrett Township! 
 

    Today, electronics give one instant information on places to stay in Barrett and the ability to book. 
Some are short-term rentals, also called airbnbs.  When these airbnbs began business in Barrett 
Township supervisors dug in and produced Ordinance 197 which passed in 2019.  The ordinance 
provides procedures and requirements for a short-term rental permit.  ñNo owner of any property in 
Barrett Township shall operate or allow the operation of a short-term rental in Barrett Township 
without first obtaining a short-term rental permit from the zoning officer.ò  The zoning officer reports 
that there are 35 short-term rentals in Barrett.  I have read Ordinance 197, all 8 pages.  It is 
complete. To obtain a copy go to barretttownship.com    
 

   I have been able to observe the permit procedures and requirements carried out at the former 
Bisset home nearby on Spruce Cabin Road, Mountainhome.  Many changes have been made.  It is 
a pleasure to drive by and see tourists enjoying Barrett for all it has to offer just as tourists did in our 
early beginnings. 
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A thank you to John Styk who recently donated a framed tribute to the Society in memory of 
P.F.C. James Evans, Canadensis.  James was the first casualty of World  
War II from Barrett.  He was killed on Christmas Day 1944 at the Battle of the Bulge, Belgium. 
 
Please stop by the Library Research Center to view this tribute. 

Tribute to James Evans by John Styk 

https://www.barretthistorical.org/
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Sled Dogs, a Railroad Station and a Resort 
By Ellen Davis 
 
   ñA picture is worth a thousand words.ò  
 
    Winter sports were a big draw at Pocono resorts and dog sledding was introduced to Buck Hill in 
the 1920ôs by R. Harry Drennan who was winter sports manager there. Both he and his wife, Edith, 
were competitive sled dog drivers. Over 70 miles of trails were groomed for dog sled rides for the 
guests. One famous guest who took a dog sled ride was Helen Keller in 1931. 
 
    Some of the dogs, actually a mixed breed of Siberian Huskie & Alaskan Huskie, used at the 
resort were considered some of the best not only of the USA but of the world. 
At one time over 30 mature sled dogs were housed at the kennel near the Buck Hill Post Office 
along with puppies that resort guests were invited to visit. 
 
    The Pocono Mountain Sled Dog Derby was a big event for the local resorts with Pocono Manor, 
Sky Top Lodge, and Buck Hill competing to be ñTop Dogò in sledding. 
The dog teams also competed elsewhere including Philadelphia and New York City. 
This made for good advertising for the Pocono resorts for winter vacations. 
 
    The Buck Hill sled dogs were used for several emergency jaunts ï one in Saugatuck, 
Connecticut and one in an area near Lakehurst, New Jersey and for their efforts received national 
and international recognition and awards.   
 
    Dog sledding, at least at Pocono resorts, ended in 1942 with the dogs actually being inducted 
into the military service, shipped off to Camp Rimini, Helena, Montana. 
From there, after training, the dogs were used in Alaska for rescues, often times of downed 
aviation pilots. 
 
    The above info can be found along with much more in Volume #6 Buck Hill 
Falls, The Sporting Life, at the Library Research Center. Visitors are welcomed Tuesdays from 
10am to 4pm weather permitting. Al Hallôs YESTERDAY article from the Village View, November 
2007 was used for this report and is included in that volume. 
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Barrett Paradise Friendly Library Display  

Roseanne Walters display includes a writeup of China, teacups, teacup handles and much 
more.  Be sure to see it before the end of January.  For February, a display of Valentines will be 
there and Ellen would like loans of old ones so please call her at (570)517-4778.  Also 
remember, weather permitting the Station Museum is open the second Sunday of the Winter 
months from 1 to 4pm.  Come out and have a chat with Mickey Miller about Barrett Township. 
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October Fall Foliage Train from Steamtown to the Cresco Station Museum 
 
 
    Despite the rain in the morning for setup all 
was not lost.  By the time the train arrived at 
the station with its 140 passengers, it was no 
longer raining (although a bit chilly); and 
everything was ready to greet the passengers 
with hot beverages and items for sale from 
the Museum gift shop as well as the vendors 
who braved the weather to join us.  By the 
time the train was getting ready to head back 
to Steamtown, the sun was shining and 
everyone had enjoyed the ice cream before 
boarding. 
 
    The Society would like to thank all those 
who helped make this excursion the success 
it was ï from Cookôs Food Truck to the 
vendors, the Classic Cars to the music of 
Doug Smith and the Dixieland Allstars, the 
Barrett Paradise Friendly Library with 
childrenôs crafts to the Pocono Mountain 
Embroiderersô Guild of America with their 
needle point on display at the LRC and to 
everyone who came to support this event.   
 
**See photos on pages 14-15 

Calendars 2025 

Barrett Township Historical Society calendars for 2025 are 
now on sale at Ace/Steeleôs Hardware in Mountainhome 
for $10.00 each.  They are titled ñYesteryearò and feature a 
selection of photographs taken through the years from the 
calendar collection housed at the Library Research Center. 
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Fall Foliage Train Excursion Photos  
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The 1953 Cadillac belonged to 
Mickey Miller and is now owned 
by Randy & Rita Rutherford.   

The1950 Mercury was bought in 
1950 by Kevin Fritz from Ray 

Price�¶s Dealership.   
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